
Minutes of the Fortuna Planning Commission
Tuesday, April 5, 2016 – 6:30p.m.

Fortuna City Hall

Note:  The following record contains motions and actions of the Fortuna Planning 
Commission.  An audio library of the meeting proceedings is on file at Fortuna City 
Hall.

I. CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Kravitz called the meeting to order at 6:32PM.

FLAG SALUTE:
Chairman Kravitz led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL:

Planning Commission Staff Present

Commissioner Davis City Manager Regan Candelario
Deputy Director of Community Development Liz 
Shorey

Commissioner Mobley Sr. Administrative Assistant Jennifer Ourique
Commissioner Morrison
Commissioner Schwartz
Vice Chairman Bywater
Chairman Kravitz

Commissioners Absent: Commissioner Meaney

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
 March 22, 2016

Motion was made by Schwartz; second by Davis.
AYES: Davis, Mobley, Morrison, Schwartz, Bywater, Kravitz.
NOES: 0
ABSENT: Meaney
ABSTAIN: 0
Motion Carried

III. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: No comments were made.

IV. BUSINESS:

1. Workshop to Discussion Design Review Guidelines and Provide Direction to Staff.

Davis stated there is a need to standardize the guidelines to assist with making decisions. If a 
project does not conform, then it can be decided on a case to case basis by the Planning 
Commission. 

Mobley believes more definitions need to be added. Kravitz requested incorporation of more 
pictures to fully illustrate what is encouraged and what is not encouraged in design. Schwartz 



believes we should work on the first three pages that establish the design review objectives 
because they are the most important part of the guidelines.

Dennis Wendt spoke during public comment to voice concerns of the Design Review Guidelines. 
He believes design review cannot change the zoning of a project and that the commissioners 
should not have been influenced by the public in his Gulliksen project. He wants fairness for the 
applicants. He stated that other projects have gone through that are similar to his project 
without the scrutiny and required changes because of the public comments and attention.

The City Manager stated that we have to always consider public comment and that is why there 
is a place holder for public comment for every meaning as it is an essential part of the decision 
making process. 

The commissioners put out ideas to Staff to clarify to applicants what they want in design and 
what to expect in design review without being too controlling and restrictive to projects. 
Commissioners listed ideas that they want to work on in the next workshops:

1. Guidance documents with definitions for applicants
2. More illustrations incorporated in the guidelines
3. Change number 3 of the Design Findings and Considerations
4. Settle the conflicting issues of zoning setback requirements and section CD-3.3 Setbacks of 

the Design Review Guidelines. 
5. Add a definition page incorporating municipal code and/or use footnotes to reference 

zoning requirements. 

Davis stated that the commissioners do not need to change the General Plan or zoning codes; 
they will add definitions and clarifications to put “meat on the bones” of the document.  Davis 
suggested the commissioners go out into the community and take pictures of the projects they 
like to illustrate what is encouraged in design and incorporate the pictures in the Design 
Review Guidelines. 

Commissioner Kravitiz asked what the approval process would be if the commissioners 
changed the Design Review Guidelines. Staff and the City manager stated once a draft is created, 
the Planning Commission should invite public input on the guidelines. Staff will check on the 
adoption process.

   V. STAFF COMMUNICATION:

 City Planner stated that the applicant for Finders Keepers  said  he would come in 
Monday to discuss his project and prepare for the n ext Planning Commission meeting. 
H e has  not responded to staff’s calls , emails,  or  letter.  As  there  are no development 
projects ready for hearing,  Kravitz approved cancelling the 4/12/2016 Planning 
Commission meeting. 

Commissioner Bywater commented that he will not be able to attend the May 10 th 

Planning Commission meeting.

It was decided that the Community Development Administrative A ssistant will contact 
the commissioners and schedule the next  design guideline  workshop sometime in May.  
Commissioners will compile notes and send them to  Staff  where they will organize and 
present them at the next workshop. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.


